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groups of elements in which the physical properties are subject to periodic variations. We must now proceed to show how their chemical properties are gradually modified from term to term.
In the first place this is the case with the c electrochemical' character of elements. The variations to which the electro-chemical properties are subject from one term to another, and which were given for the first and second groups upon p. 156, appear also in the other groups, except that in some of these groups the variations from the first term to the last pass through two periods instead of one. This, for example, is the case with the group which commences with potassium and for that which commences with rubidium. Thus after potassium we have the electro-positive metal calcium, after which the electro-negative character appears in titanium, vanadium, and chromium. With manganese and iron the electro-positive character is again seen, becoming more pronounced with nickel and cobalt. This is also the case with the group which commences with electro-positive rubidium, and is closed by palladium,"also electro-positive.
On the other hand, the group which commences with silver, an electro-positive metal, finishes with tellurium and iodine, both electro-negative.
The electro-chemical character of elementary bodies exercises some influence upon their power of combination with different elements. It is worthy of remark that those metals which are strongly electro-positive have great tendency to form with electro-negative oxygen the simple and generally stable compounds of